Understanding victimization and poly-victimization
amongst female sex workers in Soweto, a South
African township
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Background

Sex workers (SWs) epitomise South Africa’s dual HIV and violence epidemics

CRIMINALISATION SEXUAL RISK MENTAL HEALTH
SW is criminalized in South HIV vulnerability is Resulting trauma less to
Africa, driving vulnerability to heightened through viclence mental health complications
violence by police, clients, exposure which results in such as PTSD, substance
families, & community inconsistent condom use abuse & poor treatment

and STI exposure adherence
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Presentation Notes
In 2016 the National Sex Work HIV Plan was launched - aims to provide comprehensive package of services to SWs. While these guidelines strongly encourage comprehensive services geared to addressing GBV, it is unclear what this means in terms of interventions in this context. 
despite their being 11 former apartheid era male mining hostels, 3000 drinking establishments and $3.8 million spent on beer, yet Not much is known about SW in Soweto
Previous measures of violence amongst SWs = 20-54%
Violence – general pop vs SW - Not much is known perpetrator category (clients, police, IP), co-occurrence of violence 
Sex buyers = more violence,    violent men are more likely to be HIV infected


AIM

To describe the prevalence of violence by perpetrator category
and violence type, as well as patterns of victimization and
polyvictimization, amongst FSWs in Soweto, South Africa
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Presentation Notes
2 million people 61 km2 - highest pop density in SA
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Study was conducted by sex workers  who underwent 5,000 hours of training
Measures used were:
WHO violence against women asked specifically about IP, client and police
Stigma index, adapted for FSWs
Childhood trauma questionnaire
First sex – rape





Demographic Overview (n=508)

Variable
n (%) Adj % (95% CI)
DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS
Age Median (MED, IQR) 30(18-39) 31(25-37)
Place of birth
Gauteng 346 (68.1) 71.6(64.6-77.2)
KwaZulu Natal (KZN) 86 (16.9) 13.1(9.4-17.9)
Other 76 (15) 15.2(10.5-20.3)
Education
Incomplete schooling 384(75.6) 74.2(69.2-79.9)
Secondary complete/Some tertiary 124(24.4) 25.8(20.4-30.9)
Eumber of Intimate Partners (past year) (MED, 1 (0-20) 1.0/(1.0-1.0)
ange)
Number of FSW with current male partner 498 (98.0) 97.1(94.2-99.1)
Age of Intimate Partner (MED, Range) 34 (20-62) 34 (28-40)
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Presentation Notes
75% of FSW did not tell partners that they sold sex
Minimum earning was roughly R10.00 per sex act, max was R500.00
Consistent condom use at last sex = 86%	VS.  correct and consistent use overall = 22.3%
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Childhood Trauma
18 (12-34)
Neglect - 14.8%

"

® ©
Emotional Abuse - 17.2% Sexual Assault - 44.3%

"

Physical Assault - 20.8%

T

"

Never vs. Sometimes/Often/Very often

Never/Sometimes vs. Often/Very often
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Never/sometimes  VERSUS  often/very often


Prevalence and perpetrators of violence, including a summary of
overall sexual assault reported, for FSWs in Soweto, including
raw and RDS adjusted percentages & CI.

n(%) Adjusted % (95% CI)

INTIMATE PARTNER

Emotional (12 months) 333(65.6) 63.3(57.2-68.2)
Physical (12 months) 268(52.8) 48.6(43.7-54.3)
Sexual(12 months) 105(20.7) 20.4(16.0-25.1)

Median Number of Sexual Assaults MED(IQR) 3(1-30) 3.0(1.0-5.0)
Sexual Ever 124(24.4) 24.4(19.6-29.3)
Physical/Sexual Violence (12 months) 288 (56.7) 53.8(48.1-51.9)
Any intimate partner Violence (12 months) 353(69.5) 67.4(61.3-72.7)
CLIENT

Physical(12 months) 247(48.6) 42.7(38.1-48.6)
Sexual (12 months) 74(15.6) 13.8(10.1-17.8)
Physical/Sexual Violence (12 months) 265(52.2) 46.8(41.8-53.0)

Median Number of Sexual Assaults MED(IQR) 1(1-7) 1.0(1.0-3.0)
Sexual Ever 91(17.9) 16.9(13.1-21.0)
POLICE

Physical(12 months) 38(7.5) 7.2(4.0-10.7)
Sexual (12 months) 20(3.9) 3.6(1.8-5.5)
Physical/Sexual Violence (12 months) 53(10.4) 18.5(14.2-23.7)

Median Number of Sexual Assaults MED(IQR) 1(1-6) 1.0(1.0-1.5)

Sexual Ever 30(5.9) 5.1(2.9-7.4)




Types of violence across all 3 perpetrator

categories

B Physical Violence*
67.6(62.8-73.2)

M Physical Violence Ever
72.9(67.8-78.5)

B Rape*
30.4(25.5-35.7)

B Rape Ever
38.0(32.2-43.4)

B Any Violence*
79.3(74.6-84.1)

B Any Violence Ever
82.3(78.2-86.9)
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ALL FORMS OF VIOLENCE ACROSS THE LIFETIME
Non-intimate partner rape reported (Ever)	55.5%
All rape reported (Ever)				62.4%


All Sexual Assault
Gang rape - 4.5% (Eve r)

Stigma related rape - 8.4%
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Victimization and cooccurrence between IPV, client- and
police violence, and childhood exposure to violence (RDS
adjusted %)

14.4% no violence

POLICE-
VIOLENCESY

 CL+IPV+POLS
2.6%

VIOLENCEY|
6.9%]

CL+CHILD+POLY CL+IPV+CHILDY
0.9%4 15.9%
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IPV co-occurred most frequently
strong association between experiencing discrimination & cooccurrence of violence 


Polyvictimization across the lifetime of FSWs in Soweto (IPV, client
violence, police violence and childhood exposure to violence) by
exposure to discrimination

Overall polyvictimization

Some External
Discrimination

No External
Discrimination

N(%) Adj % (95% C1) |N(%) Adj % (95% C1) |N(%) Adj % (95% CI)
Noviolence |69 (13-6) |14-4(10-3-18-6) |34(9-9) |11-3(6-4-16-6) |35(21-5) |20-5(13-4-27-9)
1 type 117(23-0) [24-3(19-3-29-5) [66(19-1) |20-5(15-2-26-1) [51(31-2) |31-3(21-9-41-8)
2 types 158 (31-1) [31-0(25-4-35-7) |105(30-4) [31-7(24-7-37-5) |53(32-5) |29-8(20-3-39-2)
3 types 164(32-3) [30-2(25-5-36-4) |140(40-6) |36-5(30-4-44-1) [24(14-4) |18-5(10-8-28-2)
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IPV co-occurred most frequently
strong association between experiencing discrimination & cooccurrence of violence 


Conclusion

The Intersection between gender inequality, poverty, violence and HIV
creates a public health crisis centring on sexual and physical violence.

The power differential between FSWs and the men with whom they
Interact, intensifies their vulnerability, with current legislative
frameworks functioning to legitimise violence against SWs

Criminalising SW must be reviewed as a fundamental mechanism to
addressing violence against SWs.

Exposure to such high levels of violence are likely to hamper HIV
prevention and treatment interventions targeting FSWs. Thus, there Is
an urgent need for a programme of research to define what works to
prevent violence against SWs from paying and non-paying partners,
and clearly define and implement appropriate and inclusive sex work
sector violence prevention interventions.
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The intersection between gender inequality, poverty, violence and HIV creates a public health crisis centring on sexual and physical violence. 
SWs have a heightened vulnerability to violence with the prevalence of polyvictimization confirming that they are positioned on the apex of South Africa’s broader violence epidemic. 
The power differential between FSWs and the men with whom they interact, intensifies their vulnerability. 
The current legislative framework functions to legitimise violence against SWs through endorsing discrimination and thereby encouraging ideas that there could be “justifiable” or “deserved” violence against SWs.
 It is imperative that legislation criminalising SW be reviewed as a fundamental mechanism to addressing violence against SWs. 
Exposure to such high levels of violence are likely to hamper HIV prevention and treatment interventions targeting FSWs. Thus, there is an urgent need for a programme of research to define what works to prevent violence against SWs from paying and non-paying partners, and clearly define and implement appropriate and inclusive sex work sector violence prevention interventions. 
the normalisation of violence against SWs which requires collective attention by policy makers, programme implementers, researchers and community members. 
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